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“Lest we Forget!”      Text – Ephesians 2:11-13      OT Reading – Genesis 17

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ.
The title I have given to this sermon is “Lest we forget.”  
And there is no doubt that the words “lest we forget” are powerful words.  
They immediately paint images in our minds of fallen soldiers and the casualties of war.  
We think of poppies and ANZAC parades.  
We think of Gallipoli and Flander’s Field.  
We think of A Bridge to Far in Arnhem.  
We think of Auschwitz and Hiroshima.  
And every year, almost with increased fervour it would seem, more and more people are turning out for dawn parades on Anzac day, April 25th.  “Lest we forget.”

And the intent behind the words is obvious.  
Unless we remember the significant events of our history, not only we are doomed to make the same mistakes again, we will also fail to appreciate what it is that these men and women died for.  And so, it is hoped that through remembrance, we will better appreciate the blessings we now enjoy.

And, in reality, the same danger is equally apparent for Christians in terms of their salvation.  
The less you think about the life of unbelief that you once lived, the less you appreciate the blessings of the life of belief that you now enjoy.  
And the fact is that every believer is saved from a life of unbelief.  
This is what Paul has carefully explained in verses 1-10.  You and I; all of us were dead in our sins.  “But because of His great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in our transgressions.”  

But Paul is moving on now to make a similar and yet different contrast.  
Here, the contrast is between life outside the church and life inside the church.  
And its intended effect is to reveal the unity that God is accomplishing within the church as the body of Christ.  
Once again, through remembrance, believers are being urged to consider the blessings that are now theirs in Christ.

And so, as we come to verses 11-13, we find here that 
Paul urges believers to remember the scope of their salvation.  
And he does this by painting two pictures.  
  They are stark and graphic pictures designed for specific effect.  
    And as we consider each of these pictures we do so with an eye on how we ought to respond.  
    The first picture is of an alienated humanity, and the second is of a Blessed Redeemer.

Well, in the first of these two paintings then, Paul paints a picture of an alienated humanity.  

And to begin with, we note that we have arrived at another of Paul’s ‘Therefores.’  
And this means, as it always does, that Paul is about to make a statement that looks back at what he has just been saying.  “Considering what I have just said, therefore…”  
And there seems little doubt that this ‘therefore’ refers back to the contents of verses 1-10.  
The two passages offer similar contrasts and verses 11-22 build, quite neatly, upon the contents of verses 1-10.  
So, in a sense, Paul is saying, “Considering what God has done to make you a new creation in Christ, therefore, remember that…”

And what he wants them to remember is that they were an alienated humanity.  
Now, boys and girls, to be “alienated” means to not belong, or to be excluded.   
Perhaps you can remember a time when a game was started and you were told that you could not join in.  Your brothers and sisters or your friends didn’t want you to spoil their game.  This was a game for big kids.  You had to go and find something else to do.  
Well, that is what it means to be alienated.  It means to not belong, or to be excluded.  

And being alienated is very much to the forefront in Paul’s words here.  Paul is addressing a situation of disunity in the church of Ephesus.  The disunity is very much between Jews and Gentiles.  

And so, Paul is addressing the Gentile Christians of Ephesus, who, it seems, were apt to forget what they were before coming to faith.  Thus, Paul wants to give them a large dose of reality.  
To do this then, Paul calls on them to consider who they are now in Christ in the light of who they once were apart from Christ.  
And he begins by reminding them that as Gentiles, by the very nature of their birth, they were an alienated humanity.  
We read earlier from Genesis 17.  
There God made covenant with Abraham and made him the Father of His chosen people, the Jews.  
The sign of this covenant was to be circumcision.  
If you were circumcised, you were a member of God’s covenant family.  
If you were not circumcised, you were not a member of God’s covenant family.

And so, to the Jews, the world was divided amongst those who were circumcised and those who were not.  
You boys and girls will remember the story of David and Goliath.  
Do you remember what David called Goliath?  He said, “Who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy the armies of the Living God?”  
Perhaps you also remember the story of Peter’s visit to the house of Cornelius?  
After Peter received a vision of unclean food being let down from heaven in a net, he was told to go to Cornelius’s house.  He did and many were converted there.  The problem was that Cornelius was a Gentile.  And so, when Peter returned, the Bible says, “The circumcised believers criticized him and said, ‘You went into the house of uncircumcised men and ate with them.’”  
You see, while the fact was that circumcision was to be a mark of separation from the Gentiles, it had become for the Jews a mark of pure hatred.  They despised those who were uncircumcised.  
When a Jew returned to the Promised Land, he would shake the dust of his feet so as not to contaminate the Holy Land with Gentile dust.  
If a young Jewish man or woman married a Gentile, their family would immediately hold a funeral service.  As far as they were concerned, their child was now dead.  
The Gentiles, said the Jews, were created by God to be the fuel for the fires of Hell.  
And a Jewish doctor was not even allowed to help a Gentile woman through a difficult birth, even if the mother was dying, because that would only bring another Gentile into the world.  

This is all part of the alienation that Paul speaks of in verse 11.  
Because they were uncircumcised, this is how the Gentiles existed in the eyes of the Jews.  
The physical act of circumcision and the name itself had assumed an exaggerated importance.  
And this is referred to in Paul’s comment that appears in the parentheses: “(That done in the body by the hands of men).”  
In saying this he points out that name calling arises from a human act and not from the deeper significance that ought to lie behind it.  
And he hints that behind this superficial circumcision and its results there lies a deeper circumcision which comes with a deeper set of results.  

Moving on then, past the surface of name-calling, Paul goes on to explore the reality of the Gentiles as an alienated humanity.  
Brothers and sisters, there are two covenants in the Bible.  
The first we call the covenant of works.  It is the covenant God made with Adam in the Garden of Eden: Keep my commandments and live, or break my commandments and die.
All mankind is subject to this covenant.  
Indeed it is on the basis of this covenant that God will judge all unbelievers.  
“Did you obey me?” He will ask.  To which they will respond, “No.  I did not.”
But the second covenant is the covenant of Grace.  It is the covenant that God first made with Adam and Eve after the Fall.  There He promised them a Seed that would crush the serpent’s head.  This covenant is the promise of life on the basis of Christ’s obedience.
But only the people of God, in Christ, are subject to this covenant.  
And so, when God says to them, “Did you obey Me?”  On your behalf, Jesus will reply, “Yes.  I did.”
And this covenant, first given to Adam and Eve as I said, is the covenant that rests behind the covenant of circumcision that God made with Abraham.  This covenant is the relationship between God and His people that is based on Christ’s obedience.  
Now, it is not a relationship that comes about automatically when circumcision takes place.  Circumcision does not equal salvation.  
We saw that in verse 8: “It is by grace you have been saved, through faith.”  
For there to be this saving relationship between God and His people, there must be a living faith, which, itself, is a gift of God.  
But apart from circumcision, there existed no possibility of a relationship with God.  

And this was the alienated condition of the Gentiles.
Because they were born Gentiles, they were “Separate from Christ.”
They had no Messianic hope of deliverance from their sin.  
Because they were born Gentiles, they were “excluded from citizenship in Israel.”
Only to Israel did God promise His special care and attention.
Only to Israel did God promise good harvests and fruitful wombs.  
Only to Israel did God give the Priesthood and the provision of sacrifice.
Only to Israel did God give the very Word of God.  
The Gentiles had none of this.  
Because they were born Gentiles, they were “foreigners to the covenants of promise.”
In Psalm 25:14, it says, “The Lord confides in those who fear Him; He makes His covenant known to them.”
Every time God restated His covenant, it was only with the Jews.
Because they were born Gentiles, they were “without hope.”
For them there was no hope of salvation.
There was no hope of heaven.
The only reason for their existence was ultimate and eternal judgment by God.
In truth, they had no real reason to get up each day.
Finally, because they were born Gentiles, they were “without God.”  
O yes, the Gentiles had many gods, with a little “g.”  But they were gods of their own invention.
They did not know the one true God.
As Gentiles, they had no access to His revelation of Himself in the Bible.  

This is the stark and graphic picture that Paul paints for these Gentile Christians.  Prior to the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, they were indeed an alienated humanity.  
But then he immediately proceeds on to paint a second picture for them.  And this picture is of a Blessed Redeemer.

Paul says, “But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ.”  

	You might remember that when we looked at 2:4, I described the first word of that verse as the most important “but” in the Bible.  
	Well here we have its sister!  Having described a former condition, Paul uses the word “but” to remind us that God never intended that condition to be our last.  
	In verses 1-4 it went like this: Whilst at one time we were all spiritually dead, because of His great love for us, God made us alive with Christ.”  
	And here Paul is saying, whilst at one time you Gentiles were an alienated humanity, God has now drawn you near to Himself.”  


	And remembering what we read in Genesis 17, God promised Abraham that through him would come blessing to all nations.  
	And so, now, this promise was being realized in Jesus Christ.  
	No more would God deal only with the Jews.  

No more would salvation belong only to them.  
	Now, those who were alienated were being drawn near through a Blessed Redeemer.  


	Boys and girls, do you remember that I described alienated as being excluded from a game with your brothers and sisters or some friends?  
	Well, often times with a parent’s encouragement, but also sometimes through compassion, big brothers and sisters or friends realize that it is unfair to exclude you.  And so, they find a way to include you in their game.  Instead of sending you ‘far away’ they ‘draw you near.’  
	And it’s a great feeling isn’t it?  
	It is nice to be loved and included rather than scorned and excluded?
	Well Paul wants these Gentiles to remember that they are now loved and included.  
	And in terms of how this happened, we see firstly that they “have been brought near.” 
	Did they accomplish this change?  No.  

God Himself, at the time of His choosing, has drawn them near to Him.  
	It is a passive phrase.  They do not draw near to God.  He draws them near to Himself.  


	And He did this “through the blood of Christ.”  
	A price needed to be paid in order for this to happen.  
	The very thing that the blood of circumcision symbolised took place as Jesus shed His blood on the cross as payment for the sins of the whole world, Gentiles included, not just the Jewish world.  


	Thus, all that has happened to enable the Gentiles to be brought near is summed up by the glorious refrain of Ephesians; in Christ.  
	You see, at the heart of all disunity is sin, pure and simple.  
	Sin is the root cause of all division.  
	But in Christ they are brought near.  
	In Christ the barrier of sin that separated them from the people of God is removed.  
	In Christ the divisions of race, colour, and social standing are ended.  
	In Christ there is now no more alienation between brothers.  
	There is no more alienation from God.  He is our Father in heaven. 


	And this is what Paul wanted these Gentile Christians to remember.  
	To them, and to us, God’s Word says you have no reason to be proud.  
	You have no reason to think that you are more deserving of salvation than anyone else in the church.  

You have no reason to think that you are more deserving of salvation than anyone else in the world.  

	Brothers and Sisters, knowing this ought to provoke us to loud praise and thanksgiving to God.  
	What a wonderful salvation He has given us!  

What a glorious and undeserved deliverance He has blessed us with!  
What a privilege to be numbered amongst those who are in Christ!

	And yet, it should also spur us to action.  
	You see, part of God’s purpose in calling the Jews to be His holy people was for them to be His missionaries to the Gentiles.  

However, the Jews preferred to hate the Gentiles and had no desire at all for them to enjoy salvation.  They were like Golum, from the Lord of the Rings with His precious.  
	And there is a danger that we too can be just like this ourselves.






	For the people who live next door to you, and the person in the seat next to you at school, and the man or woman in the desk opposite you at work, are part of an alienated humanity.

That man, woman, or child is “Separate from Christ.”
They have no Messianic hope of deliverance from their sin.  
That man, woman, or child is “excluded from citizenship in Israel.”
They have no elders to watch over their doctrine and life.
Their name does not appear on a prayer calendar.
No one will visit them when they are in hospital and pray with them. 
That man, woman, or child is a “foreigner to the covenants of promise.”
They do not hear God’s Word opened and explained, each week, as you do.
They have no Sunday school classes, or catechism, or district meeting, where God’s Word challenges and comforts and equips His people.
They do not experience the blessings of being baptized into the membership of the church.
That man, woman, or child is “without hope.”
For them there is no hope of salvation.  There is no hope of heaven.
Currently, the only reason for their existence is ultimate and eternal judgment by God.
In truth, they have no real reason to get up each day.
That man, woman, or child is “without God.”  
O yes, they have many gods, with a little “g.”  But they are gods of their own invention.
They do not know the one true God.

Now, like the Jews, you could hate and despise unbelievers.  
Their sin may be particularly filthy and dirty.  
They might be homosexuals or child molesters or prostitutes or mothers who abort their babies.  
But, lest we forget, we too have been rescued from the path of destruction.  
Dare we fall into the same sin as the Jews who were so busy hating sinners, that they neglected to proclaim the gospel of salvation to them?

Now, this is not the main thrust of this passage.  
Paul’s words are directed here towards strengthening unity within the church rather than encouraging evangelism outside.  
Nevertheless, may these words also challenge you to a greater love for the sinner that manifests itself in a more consistent witness as you too remember who you were and who you are now, in Christ.  
The main thrust of this passage is unity within the church.
And, in this regard, we do have so much to be thankful for.  
By and large there is a great measure of harmony amongst us.  
And this is something that we ought to give thanks to God for, daily.  
But disunity always lurks just around the corner.  
And so, may God preserve us from pride and arrogance towards one another.  
May He keep us from pursuing our agendas ahead of His.  
May He keep us from distrust of one another.  
May He cause us to resolve whatever differences arise quickly, rather than hold on to them. And may He instead continue to grant us the humility that comes from a daily remembrance of who we are in Christ.  Amen.

